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as it compelled the withdrawal from Babylonia of
the Elamite troops. Taininaritu, however, was
also no friend of Assyria, and desired rather to
make himself an ally of Babylonia. As soon,
therefore, as he felt himself secure he likewise
sent help to Shaniash-shurn-ukin.1 At once the
old swing of the pendulum began in Elarn. An-
other rebellion broke out, Tamruaritu was driven
from the country, and Indabigash became king
of Elam.3 Tammaritu, as Teumman before him,
sought refuge in Assyria, and Indabigash refused
to have any share in the insurrection of Shamash-
shum-ukin. The quickness with which these two
Elamite rebellions had followed each other, and
the manner in which they had finally played into
the hands of Asshurbanapal, induce us to believe
that he was the real cause of the secoud at least,
if not also of the first.

The withdrawal of the Elamite support left
Shamash-shum-ukin in a sorry plight. He had,
indeed, a few troops sent from Arabia, but these
were of slight weight. From the west there was
no help at all, nor did the Aramaeans of Baby-
lonia or the Chaldeans give aid. Shamash-shum-
ukin held out as long as possible when besieged.
At last he was conquered by hunger and disease.
So awful was the suffering in Babylon that human
flesh was used for food. When despair depressed
all minds Shamash-shum-nkin committed suicide

1 Rassam Cylinder, iv, 3-t, Jensen, op, tit., pp. 188, 189.
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